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European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU)

EPSU Press communication — 17 February 2014

The European Commission must declare and implement
the Human Right to water now!

The first ever European Citizens Initiative (ECI) met today Maro$ Sef&ovi¢ and the European
Commission services to discuss the implementation of the demands of the ECI Right2water
in the European legislation.

After having received 1,680,172 valid statements, (with 13 countries having collected the
minimum number) the representatives of the citizens committee demanded the European
Commission to recognise and implement the right to water and sanitation for all in the EU
legislation.

“The message of our ECI is simple. Implement the human right to water, do not liberalise
water services in the EU and do more to ensure people across the world have access to
clean and safe water”, says Jan Willem Goudriaan, vice-president of the ECI Right2Water.

Also today, the President of the Environment Committee (ENVI) Matthias Groote chairs the
event with representatives of the Petitions Committee, the Internal Market Committee and
the Development Committee. Over 30 Members of the European Parliament will ask
guestions.

The message to the European Commission from across the parliamentary spectrum is to
listen to the citizens and get on with the job.

For more information: Pablo Sanchez, psanchez@epsu.org 0032 (0) 474 62 66 33

EPSU is the European Federation of Public Service Unions. It is the largest federation of the
ETUC and comprises 8 million public service workers from over 265 trade unions; EPSU
organises workers in the energy, water and waste sectors, health and social services and local
and national administration, in all European countries including in the EU’s Eastern Neighborhood.
EPSU is the recognized regional organization of Public Services International (PSI). For more
information on EPSU and our work please go to: http://www.epsu.org
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